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POIRET’S CHALLENGE: A STUDY OF PATTERN AND TEXTILE OF HIS DRESS
by Akiko FUKAI, Chief Curator, Kyoto Costume Institute

The coat presented here is an example of Paul Poiret’s work from about 1923. Having an
asymmetric front opening, the coat is distinguished by the embroidered borders placed all over.
The vertical black part on the front, which uses two highly contrasting colors of black and brown,
provides a strong impression to the entire coat. The fully coil-embroidered appliqué uses black
thread including gold yarn, brown thread and gold thread, depicting curved patterns on the
black silk satin. The curved patterns were designed for this coat.

The House of Poiret was one of the leading haute couture houses in Paris. While using
embroidery, a conventional method of expression that is one of haute couture’s strengths, this
coat includes unconventionally bold expressions in terms of coloring, patterning and
embroidering, thus succeeding in providing a surrealistic impression. A very typical Poiret work
that is extremely innovative.

This coat is a comprehensively high-level haute couture work, featuring exquisitely placed
patterns, distinctive cutting, and finishing, not to mention the fine finish of embroidery. It

represents the high quality of one of the heydays of the Paris mode in the early 1920s.
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Fig. 1. R— K7L a—1+ 1923 FEH  FESIRETULIFFEHE (Inv. AC12973 2013-2)
L —~L 1 : PAUL POIRET a Paris. (Z£##%5)
L —~L 2 @ Angelo Torricni (# < 0 $ A Hu0)
Paul Poiret, Coat, ¢.1923. Kyoto Csostume Institite (Inv. AC12973 2013-2).
Label 1: PAUL POIRET a Paris. (Left side, inside)
Label 2: Angelo Torricni (Center back of the collar)

Fig. 2. Flf (BEK)
Embroidery on the coat (Enlargement).

Fig. 3. FHWr
Patterns of the coat.

Fig. 4. RIHRACE X
Embroidery on the coat.

Fig.5.  $8lET
Procedure of construction.

Fig. 6. A= RK7L a—t [=vyXY ] 1923 FE FEAREDLITZEHE (Inv. AC6382 1989-18) V)
F o —F - kh—F Vi
Paul Poiret, Coat “Mandarin”, ¢.1923, Kyoto Costume Institute (Inv. AC6382 1989-18), Photo by Richard
Haughton.
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